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had           comparatively late. All these facts had

to be inquired info and recorded. This done, I was in a
position to announce my decision as to who should become
proprietor, the Malgoozar or the Coerie. The decision was
awaited with immense Interest by ail concerned* and a
certain afternoon in May was fixed for the announcement.
It was evident that the order In one case would govern
nearly all the rest, so the decision in the first case on the
list was to be read out in public by me under a splendid
tree near the bank of the lake la front of my camp. Here
assembled, from all parts of the district, on that afternoon
hundreds of Coeries interested in the result. I had no
difficulty in deciding in favour of the cultivator against
the absentee Malgoozar. Not only had the former the
better claim for past work, but it was certain that the
Government interests would be more secure in the hands
of the patient, Industrious Coeries on the spot, than of the
dissipated absentee at Nagpore, So Proprietary Right was
bestowed according to my decision on the Coeries, and the
district saw no more of the temporary visitors from Nagpore.

I am not likely ever to be able to forget the scene that
afternoon and evening round my camp. The Coeries were
in the wildest state of excitement and exultation at their
success, and came round the camp until late at night with
the most excruciating village music and melodies. Deputa-
tions brought me offerings of flowers, of fruits and sweet-
meats, and the next few days wherever 1 passed the whole
village would turn out and wah-wafi me, which is the local
mode of expressing great satisfaction. Thus were these
deserving people righted and made supremely happy. And
the whole countryside benefited. The Nagpore people ap~
pealed* of course, against my decision* But it was upheld,
and is still, I hear, talked of by Coeries of the present
day as the charter of their liberties and prosperity.

.This was only one step in the many inquiries that hadt

/IP':be           and decisions given on every variety of subject

the- great end of fixing the sum to be paid by eeeh